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Richard Lyle MSP 
Member of the Scottish Parliament for Uddingston and Bellshill Constituency 

 

Bill Bowman MSP 

Convener of the Delegated Powers and Law Reform Committee 

c/o the Clerk  

By email  

 

22 September 2020 

Travelling Funfairs (Licensing) (Scotland) Bill 

Dear Bill, 

I am writing in response to the Delegated Powers and Law Reform Committee’s report 
on the Travelling Funfairs (Licensing) (Scotland) Bill at stage 1, which was published 
on 17 September 2020. 
 
As is noted in the report, the Bill confers one power to make subordinate legislation on 
the Scottish Ministers - section 5(6) gives Ministers power to amend the £50 
application fee for making an application for a licence under the Bill, to take account 
of inflation. Paragraph 10 of the report states: 
  

“The Committee noted that the power is expressed as allowing Scottish 
Minsters to “substitute for the amount of the application fee such other amount 
as they think appropriate but only in order to take account of changes in the 
value of money.” The Committee questioned which measure of inflation would 
be used and would be grateful if the Member in Charge could confirm.” 

  
The policy intention, delivered by the Bill, is that Ministers can vary the fee so that it 
reflects inflation, but only for that reason, without the need to amend primary 
legislation.  
 
It will be for Ministers to decide which index to use if the Scottish Government brings 
forward regulations to vary the fee under section 5(6). However, I would expect the 
fee to be varied in line with either the Consumer Price Index (CPI), or the Retail Price 
Index (RPI), as Ministers think appropriate. 
 
I welcome the Committee accepting the proposed power in principle and note that it is 
content that the exercise of the power will be subject to the negative procedure.     
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Yours sincerely,   

  

Richard Lyle MSP 

M4.04 

The Scottish Parliament 

Edinburgh 

EH99 1SP  

 

Email: Richard.Lyle@parliament.scot 
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